
AP English Language & Composition - Summer Assignment 
Independence High School – 2019-2020 

Mrs. Fitzgerald and Mrs. Lentz 
 

Part I: Choice Non-fiction Text 
Directions: Choose ONE of the following titles to locate and read on your own. All choices can be found on Amazon, 
bookstores, or the local library: 

• Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 
• The End of Food by Paul Roberts 
• Death at Sea World: Shamu and the Dark Side of Killer Whales by David Kirby 
• Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town by Jon Krakauer 
• Columbine by Dave Cullen  
• The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
• Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond 
• Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
• iGen by Jean M. Twenge PhD 
• Educated by Tara Westover 

 
Part II: Article Analysis (Typed assignment with MLA header—hand written will not be accepted) 

As you read, you will need to find a total of 3 news articles that relate to issues that come up in the book and write a 
half-page analysis for each connecting the texts (a total of 3 responses equaling 1.5 pages of written text minimum). 
Connections can include, but are not limited to similar events that appear in your book, themes present, current 
legislation, etc. Your articles should not be research of the specific events in your book. Example: Do not research 
Tilikum and how he killed his trainer if you read Death at Sea World.  You can discuss current legislation that affects 
how Sea World uses/breeds their whales.   

Your articles should be from news sources published within the last five years, not entertainment (i.e. People, DailyMail, 
Buzzfeed, etc), and you should include the article with your analysis.  Each response should be a minimum of 250 words 
single-spaced, typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman.  

Part III: Argument through Author’s Quotes (Typed assignment with MLA header—hand written will not be accepted) 

1. Select 3 pivotal passages from your non-fiction book. These passages should span the entirety of your book—
they should not be merely from the beginning or end, for instance. 

2. Type out the entire passage to which you will refer and the page number from which it came using MLA 
citation. The passage length should not extend more than half a page. 

3. Analyze the passage in extended paragraph form using textual support. Why is this a pivotal passage? How 
does this quote contribute to a) the author’s argument or b) how does it illustrate a rhetorical device, and what, 
then, is the ensuing effect? This is not a personal reaction—this is where you will show your engagement and 
analytical skills. Your analysis should have depth and show critical thought. Refer to the list of rhetorical 
devices and tone words on the next page to incorporate in your analysis. Many of the words on this list are 
terms you may be familiar with from your other English classes. If the word is in bold, we expect you to have 
some mastery of it (understand the definition, know how to identify it in literature/writing) by the time you 
return to school. We will have a quiz on the bolded terms the second week of school.  

4. Each passage analysis should be a minimum of 250 words single-spaced, typed, 12-point font, Times New 
Roman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Half-Sky-Oppression-Opportunity-Worldwide/dp/0307387097
https://www.amazon.com/End-Food-Paul-Roberts/dp/0547085974
https://www.amazon.com/Death-SeaWorld-Killer-Whales-Captivity/dp/1250031257
https://www.amazon.com/Missoula-Rape-Justice-System-College/dp/0385538731
https://www.amazon.com/Columbine-Dave-Cullen/dp/0446546925
https://www.amazon.com/Immortal-Life-Henrietta-Lacks/dp/1400052181
https://www.amazon.com/Evicted-Poverty-Profit-American-City-dp-0553447459/dp/0553447459/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X
https://www.amazon.com/iGen-Super-Connected-Rebellious-Happy-Adulthood/dp/1501151983
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501
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Rhetorical Devices: 
 

• Tropes: a rhetorical device in which MEANING is altered from the usual or expected. 
o Metaphor 
o Simile 
o Synecdoche 
o Metonymy 
o Personification 

o Pun 
o Onomatopoeia 
o Euphemism 
o Hyperbole 
o Litotes 

o Rhetorical Question 
o Irony 
o Oxymoron 
o Paradox 
o Apostrophe 

• Schemes: a rhetorical device in which WORD ORDER is altered from the usual or expected. 
o Parallelism 
o Climax 
o Antithesis 
o Anaphora 
o Epistrophe 

o Epanalepsis 
o Alliteration 
o Assonance 
o Anastrophe 
o Parenthesis 

o Apposition 
o Asyndeton 
o Polysyndeton 

• Other Devices to Know: 
o Logos, Pathos, Ethos 
o Tone vs. Mood 
o Allusion 
o Personification 
o Satire 
o Dialogue 
o Euphemism 
o Allegory 

o Onomatopoeia  
o Analogy 
o Antecedent 
o Diction 
o Syntax 
o Antithesis 
o Aphorism/Maxim 
o Didactic 

o Invective 
o Homily 
o Anecdote 
o Loose Sentence 
o Periodic Sentence 
o Parallel Structure 
o Connotation vs. 

Denotation
 

SOAPSTone Strategy: 

1. Speaker: The voice that tells the story. Discuss the authority and credibility of the speaker. How does the 
speaker establish her ethos in the passage? Explain specific ways that the speaker helps to define herself as 
a trustworthy and/or qualified messenger.  

2. Occasion: The time and the place of the piece; the context that prompted the writing. Writing does not 
occur in a vacuum. All writers are influenced by the larger occasion: an environment of ideas, attitudes, and 
emotions that swirl around a broad issue. Then there is the immediate occasion: an event or situation that 
catches the writer's attention and triggers a response. Analyze the reason(s) the speaker is choosing to 
approach the topic at this particular moment in time. Is she writing in reaction to a specific event or person? 
Discuss how the occasion is revealed in the text.  

3. Audience: The group of readers to whom this piece is directed. Explain the primary and any secondary 
audiences to whom this piece is directed. How do you know who the audience is? How is the audience 
defined? Discuss how the speaker demonstrates understanding of the audience and how she uses that 
understanding to accomplish her goals.  

4. Purpose: The reason behind the text. Analyze the reason or exigence underlying the text. Explore the 
purpose beyond its basic informative nature. You must identify at least one specific action expected of the 
audience. Discuss how the purpose is revealed in the text.  

5. Subject: Students should be able to state the subject in a few words or phrases. Explain the general topic, 
content, and ideas contained in the text. Does the speaker explicitly state the subject or is it implied? What 
rhetorical techniques employed by the author do you find particularly effective in achieving her purpose? 

6. Tone: The attitude of the author. Tone extends meaning beyond the literal. Analyze how the author 
conveys tone through diction, syntax, structure, and imagery. Give specific examples from the text and 
discuss how the tone affects the effectiveness of the passage. Use your list of tone words to pinpoint the 
specific tone and/or tone shifts of the piece. 

 


